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Understanding Absentee Voting In Iowa 

 With the recent mailing by the Iowa Secretary of State of absentee request forms to registered voters in 

Iowa, there have been a lot of questions and misinformation floating around regarding absentee voting in Iowa, 

especially on social media. If you have a question or concern regarding voting you are encouraged to reach out 

to Becky Bissell, Adams County Auditor who serves as the Commissioner of Elections for Adams County or 

the Secretary of State’s website for accurate and up-to-date information.   

 

Absentee voting has been available in Iowa for quite some time and many voters use this method of voting 

regularly with the number increasing every year.  In the 2018 General Election, absentee votes in Adams 

County represented 48% of the total votes cast, almost 900 voters.  

 

All voters who wish to vote absentee in Iowa whether by mail or in-person must fill out an absentee ballot 

request form for each election for which they would like an absentee ballot.  Forms are available on-line at both 

the Adams County website and the Secretary of State’s website.  Voters can also call the Auditor’s Office and a 

form will be mailed to you to fill out and return.  Remember in a primary, you must choose a party to receive 

the correct ballot.  

 

After the Auditor’s Office receives your request, it is processed and a ballot packet is mailed out to the address 

that you recorded on your request form within 24 hours.  In your ballot packet, there is a ballot, a secrecy folder, 

a return envelope which must be signed and an instruction sheet on how to mark your ballot and return your 

ballot.  It is important to follow the instructions provided.  If you happen to make a mistake while voting your 

absentee ballot, please contact the Auditor’s office for assistance as there are special procedures for handling 

that issue.   

 

If you requested a ballot and have not received it in a reasonable amount of time, you can track your absentee 

ballot online at the Secretary of State’s website by using the Track Your Absentee Ballot search.  You will be 

able to see the date your absentee ballot request was processed by the Auditor’s office, the date your ballot was 

sent and the date the auditor received your voted ballot.  If you have any questions about the information 

displayed in the search, please contact the Auditor’s office for help as they access the same report at least daily 

and can provide you with the same information. If you cannot vote your absentee ballot because it was damaged 
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or destroyed or you lost it, again, contact the Adams County Auditor’s Office for assistance as there are 

procedures for obtaining replacement ballots.   

Absentee ballots are additionally tracked by the Auditor’s office as well as Auditor Bissell recently added an 

envelope tracing system called IMB of the US Postal Service so the office can see when a ballot has been 

mailed back, even if it has not yet been received.   

 

Once voted ballots are received back in the Auditor’s office, they are processed and remain unopened until 

Election Day.  The office maintains a list of all absentee ballots that have been issued and are constantly 

monitoring the ballots that remain out and will even remind a voter to return a ballot if they have provided 

contact information. All absentee ballots that are received on time are then considered for counting.  Absentee 

ballots received by Election Day are counted on Election Day.  Ballots received after Election Day but before 

the deadline are counted when the absentee and special voters precinct board meets as long as they are 

postmarked the day before Election Day or earlier (again the IMB system is a new tool to help make sure all 

ballots that are put in the mail by the deadline are counted).  The secrecy of each ballot is maintained by the 

specific counting procedures used by the absentee board which involves separating the envelope with the 

signature from the enclosed ballot which is inside of the secrecy sleeve.   

 

Voting is a fundamental right in the United States and we take the responsibility to conduct elections very 

seriously.  The processes, rules and laws that govern voting are very exact and involve much more time and 

effort than is seen on Election Day.  If you prefer not to vote absentee by mail, we are open for absentee voting 

in-person from now through June 1 at the Adams County Courthouse on the lower level using the handicapped 

entrance during the hours the courthouse is open.  Curbside voting is also available at the courthouse.  Election 

Day voting for all of Adams County on June 2, 2020, will be at the Corning Community Building from 7 AM 

until 9 PM.  Combining all of our Adams County precincts into one location was a decision that had to be made 

mid-March and was done so to protect our Adams County voters and our poll workers.   

 

Thank you to those who have already sent in your absentee request forms by mail.  As of this writing, the 

Auditor’s Office has processed over 450 requests and anticipate many more to arrive.  We appreciate your 

support of your fellow citizens and neighbors by utilizing this method of voting during this time of uncertainly 

with COVID-19.   

 

As always, please contact the Adams County Auditor’s office at 641-322-3340 if you have any questions or 

concerns.  Our office is ready to help you understand more fully the voting process and to provide accurate 

information about elections and voting.  
 


